@i KAGC LEGISLATION SUMMARY

Divided Families Reunification Act (H.R. 1771)

e Since the armistice of the Korean War in 1953, no official channel of contact has been
established between those in North Korea and citizens of the United States.

e In more than 20 rounds of family reunions between South and North Koreans since 2000,
Americans of Korean descent have been excluded due to their nationality.

e Estimates hold that nearly 100,000 Korean Americans have family members in North Korea
whom they have not been able to reach, let alone meet, in over 70 years.

e To address this issue, the U.S. House of Representatives have introduced and unanimously
passed a resolution to encourage reunions of divided Korean American families in each Congress
since 2014.

o The Divided Families Reunification Act of 2019, however, is the first bill with substantive
actions, as opposed to a non-binding resolution. The bill seeks to explore the options to establish
a formal mechanism for reunions between Korean Americans and their families in North Korea.

o The bill directs the U.S. Department of State to appoint the U.S. Special Envoy on North
Korean Human Rights, which has been vacant since January 2017.

o The bill requires the Secretary of State to submit to Congress a report on opportunities to
reunite Korean American families with family members in North Korea to Congress.

o The bill also requires the Special Envoy to submit to Congress a report on opportunities
to facilitate video reunions between Korean Americans with family members in North
Korea within 90 days after enactment of the bill.

¢ In the House, the bill was introduced by Rep. Grace Meng (D, NY-6) and co-sponsored by Rep.
Rob Woodall (R, GA-7) on March 14, 2019. As of January 23, 2020, the bill secured the co-
sponsorship of 5 Republicans and 37 Democrats. (42 co-sponsors in total)

e The bill has been passed in the House Foreign Affairs Committee on October 30, 2019 and is
now awaiting a floor vote, as well as an introduction of a companion bill in the Senate.
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