@i KAGC LEGISLATION SUMMARY

Adoptee Citizenship Act of 2019 (H.R. 2731 / S. 1554)

e Estimates hold that 25,000 to 49,000 people who were adopted from overseas to the U.S.
between 1945 and 1998 lack citizenship.

e According to the Republic of Korea’s Ministry of Health, 112,000 people were adopted from
Korea to the U.S. between 1955 and 2015—it is unclear whether the naturalization process was
completed for 20,000 of these people.

e Naturalization (gaining U.S. citizenship for children adopted from overseas) required a lengthy
and complex process in intercountry adoption by American parents. Many adoptive parent(s) did
not finish the naturalization process, due to ignorance, negligence, or abuse.

e Child Citizenship Act of 2000 (enacted by President Clinton in 2001) amended the laws to grant
automatic citizenship to those born overseas and adopted by parent(s) with U.S. citizenship.

o However, the law only applied to those under the age of 18 at the time of enactment
(February 27, 2001).

e To address this loophole, the Adoptee Citizenship Act has been introduced in each Congress
since 2016. The bill seeks to automatically and retroactively grant U.S. citizenship to those
who reached adulthood at the time of CCA’s enactment but would have otherwise been eligible.

o The bill would grant the same benefits to intercountry adoptees, except for the age
restriction. In addition, the bill features a provision that the individual must have been
lawfully admitted to the U.S.

o The 2019 bill also grants the benefit to those adopted by American parent(s) from
overseas but currently do not reside in the U.S. (left out in the 2016 bill)

e Inthe House, the bill was introduced by Rep. Adam Smith (D, WA-9) and co-sponsored by
Rep. Rob Woodall (R, GA-7) on May 14, 2019. As of November 7, 2019, the bill secured the
co-sponsorship of 15 Republicans and 14 Democrats. (29 co-sponsors in total)

e In the Senate, the bill was introduced by Senator Roy Blunt (R-MO) and co-sponsored by
Senator Mazie Hirono (D-HI) on May 21, 2019. As of November 7, 2019, the bill secured the
co-sponsorship of 1 Republican and 3 Democrats. (4 co-sponsors in total)
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