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KOREAN AMERICAN
GRASSROOTS CONFERENCE

The largest nationwide network of Korean American voters,

the Korean American Grassroots Conference (KAGC) is a non-partisan,
non-for-profit organization dedicated to uplifting our community through
active civic participation from the grassroots level.

KAGC bridges the grassroots to Capitol Hill by educating members and staff of
Congress on Korean American policy priorities, as well as assisting its 30
partner organizations to develop and implement civic education and voter
registration programs across the United States.

In order to equip and empower our community members to become active
participants and effective advocates, KAGC serves as the central resource hub
by providing up-to-date information and analyses on the Korean American
electorate, issues priorities, and policy development.

Over the years, KAGC has served as the leading grassroots organizer that has
provided comprehensive education to develop civic literacy and leadership
capacities for community members of all age groups.

KAGC Mission

The Korean American Grassroots Conference is dedicated to uplifting our
community through active civic engagement, and in turn, to contributing to
the U.S-Korea alliance. To that end, KAGC provides our community members
on the grassroots level with information, training, programs, and platforms to
actively participate in their local communities as vocal citizens.
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Overview of the Korean American Community
1,962,184 1,962,184 Korean Americans'

1,634,357 1,634,357 are U.S. citizens

941,162 941,162 are native-born

693,159 are naturalized

U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2021, 1-year Estimate

693,159

e Among all ethnic groups, Korean Americans have the highest rate of small businesses with 4 or
fewer employees.?

e 68 congressional districts are home to more than 5,000 Korean residents each.?

e Asof September 30th, 2022, approximately 5,510 of active DACA recipients were estimated to have
been born in South Korea, which ranks 6" among the top countries of origin.*

e Asof September 30th, 2022, a total of 38,181 DACA applications have been approved for those
born in South Korea, placing the county at the 5" among the countries of origin.>

The United States and Korea

e In 2020, South Korea was the 7" largest goods export market for the United States.®
e Interms of volume of goods, South Korea is our 6 largest trading partner.”

e Trade with South Korea supported over 1.01 million jobs across the U.S. in 2018.#

e Over 28,500 U.S. troops and civilian staff ® serve in dozens of military facilities across South Korea,
including 15 major bases.™
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Korean American Policy Priorities for the 118th U.S. Congress

Since 2011, KAGC has published a list of policy priorities of the Korean American community each
year. The 2023 edition features relevant legislation of the Congress and updated information that
reflects the rapidly changing need and challenges of recent time.

In consultation with various stakeholders-including the leaders of KAGC's partner organizations
across the United States-these issues have been discussed and selected in order to educate both the
community members at the grassroots level and those involved in the policy-making process.

The list of sources is listed in the endnote at the end of this report. For any request for additional
information, please contact KAGC office by email at info@kagc.us or by phone at (202) 450-4252.
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Adoptee Rights to Citizenship

Provide intercountry adoptees excluded by the Child Citizenship Act of 2000 with U.S. citizenship.

Small Business

Help increase resiliency in small business by providing more targeted support.
Provide necessary resources in multiple languages to overcome challenges for small businesses.

Immigration

Support comprehensive immigration reform and protect undocumented immigrant youth.

Diversity

Promote diversity of the staff in the U.S. Congress.

Increase federal government oversight of hate crimes and racial discrimination.
Provide necessary resources to language minorities by sharing public information.

Mental Health

Ensure the wellbeing of Korean American communities’ mental health.

Voting Rights and Election Administrations

Increase accessibility to all elections through language access and other measures.
Establish a national standard for maintaining voter data in each state and local government.

U.S.-Korea Relations_Security

Promote a stronger alliance between the U.S. and Korean armed forces.
Provide a humanitarian reunion between Korean Americans and their families in North Korea.

U.S.-Korea Relations_Trade

Support measures to strengthen trade between the U.S. and Korea.
Promote a more active exchange of workforce between the U.S. and Korea.

U.S.-Korea Relations_Veterans

Support measures to honor and provide care for Korean American veterans of Vietnam War.
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ADOPTEE RIGHTS TO CITIZENSHIP

<

KAGC urges Congress to end the crisis with a legislative solution to close the policy loophole and provide
intercountry adoptees with the U.S. citizenship that they are entitled to.

"I have fought for the U.S. The U.S. needs to fight for me,"

said Leah, a Navy Reserve veteran who courageously shared her
story of discovering her lack of U.S. citizenship just days before
her deployment to Iraq. She was born in South Korea in 1982
and adopted by an American family in 1984. Because the U.S.
was the only country she knew and because her parents were
U.S. citizens, never once did it occur to her and her family that
she could be anything but an American citizen until it was too
late. Unfortunately, there are as many as 49,000 more such
people suffering from the same crisis as Leah.

BACKGROUND

e According to Adoptee Rights Campaign, a partner organization of KAGC, it is estimated that between
25,000 and 49,000 people adopted from overseas to the U.S. from 1945 to 1998 lack U.S. citizenship."

e Between 1955 and 2015, a total of 112,000 Korean children were adopted by U.S. families; however,
20,000 of those adoptees lack records of adoption finalization.!?

e Atotal of 275,890 children born overseas were adopted by American parents between 1999 and 2018.
About a quarter of them (26.8%) were issued IR-4 and IH -4 visas, which require the U.S. citizen
adoptive parents to finalize the adoption process following the child's arrival to the U.S."

CHALLENGE

e Affected intercountry adoptees lack U.S. citizenship today because they were not naturalized in
time or their adoption was never finalized-due to inconsistent information, negligence, abuse, or
ill-advice.

e Some adoptees were brought to the U.S. on non-immigrant visas.

e Congress passed the Child Citizenship Act in 2000 to grant U.S. citizenship to intercountry adoptees;
however, the law limited its applicability to only those under the age of 18 at the time of enactment
on February 27%, 2001.

RECOMMENDATIONS

e Provide a legislative solution to proactively apply the changes made by the Child Citizenship Act
of 2000 to those left out of the law.
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ADOPEE RIGRHTS 10 CITIZENSHIP

RELEVANT LEGISLATION

H.R.1593 / S.967 Adoptee Citizenship Act of 2021 117" Congress

Introduced by Rep. Smith (D, WA-9) and 63 others, as well as by Senator Blunt (R-MO) and 13 others in March
2021. Aims to amend the current policy to extend the applicability of the Child Citizenship Act of 2000 to those
over the age of 18 at the time of enactment.

H.R.2731 / S.1154 Adoptee Citizenship Act of 2019 116" Congress

Introduced by Rep. Smith (D, WA-9) and former Rep. Woodall (R, GA-7) and 95 others as well as by Senator
Blunt (R-MO), Senator Collins (R-ME), Senator Hirono (D-HI), and Senator Klobuchar (D-MN) and 4 others in
May 2019. Aims to amend the current policy to extend the applicability of the Child Citizenship Act of 2000 to
those over the age of 18 at the time of enactment.

Similar versions of the Adoptee Citizenship Act were introduced in both chambers in Congress
during the 115th, 114th, and 111th Congresses.

The Adoptee Citizenship Act has been endorsed by nearly 40 partner organizations of KAGC,
adoption-related organizations, think tanks, and religious groups, including the Ethics and Religious
Liberty Commission of Southern Baptist Convention and the Congressional Coalition on Adoption
Institute. '

REPORTED ON  @he Washington Post e New Nork Times

A The
‘ %_Jg DAY &N:% Intercept_

SUPPORTING OPINION EXPRESSED BY

ADDITIONAL SUPPORTING OPINIONS APPEARED ON

South Korea 26.05% 19,222
Guatemala 25.01% 16,319
Ethiopia 13.45% 8,775
India 6.28% 4,098

Guatemala

Philippines  3.17% 2,071
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SMALL BUSINESS

c

KAGC calls for a measure to help increase resiliency in small businesses that ensures more targeted support.

DISTRIBUTION OF DISTRIBUTION OF DISTRIBUTION OF

KOREAN ASIAN u.s.
AMERICAN 667 AMERICAN FIRMS BY PAID
FIRMS BY PAID ’ FIRMS BY PAID EMPLOYMENT
EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT SIZE, 2012
SIZE, 2012' SIZE, 2012
Percentage of Korean American firms with Percentage of Asian American firms with Percentage of all U.S. firms with
4 or fewer employees 4 or fewer employees 4 or fewer employees

At 66% , Korean Americans have the highest share of businesses with 4 or fewer employees, surpassing
both the Asian American rate (61 %) and the national rate (57%). Many Korean Americans across the
United States are business owners. In fact, Korean Americans own 224,891 businesses with receipts of
$107.8 billion, according to the latest report by the U.S. Census Bureau."” Mostly small businesses, the
number of Korean American businesses increased at a rate (16.8%) more than 8 times as much as that
of the national total (2.0%) between 2007 and 2012.'®

Often employing themselves and family members for far-beyond-normal workinghours to keep
overhead costs low, most Korean American business owners are also their own employees and lack the
social safety net to fall back on during times of crisis.

In light of this, any relief measures would provide a great deal of assistance in protecting their business
operations and improving the quality of life of Korean American working families. These may take the
form of implementing tax breaks, sharing capital access, and building capacity for well-being.

Although there are several bills in Congress related to small businesses, most of them do not apply to
Korean American small businesses for two reasons. First and foremost, most legislation defines a small
business with the size of 500 employees in most industries. Second, small business legislation is often
primarily focused on encouraging investment and R&D efforts, rather than assisting proper
implementation of regulations.

BACKGROUND

e Small business is currently defined as a firm with 500 or fewer employees by the federal government.

e Asian Americans have a disproportionately high percentage of small businesses. Korean Americans,
especially, own and operate a firm with 4 or fewer employees at a higher rate than any other
demographics.

e Korean American small businesses have expanded their share in the number of firms, outpacing
the expansion rate of many other demographics and the national average.

o Small businesses have a tremendously positive influence over the nation's economy and communities,
creating 44% of the U.S. gross domestic product, accounting for two-thirds of net new jobs, and
employing nearly half of the nationwide workforce.?®
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SIALL BUSINESS

CHALLENGE

o Small businesses run by minorities are more affected by global crises than their corporate
counterparts due to a lower capacity for emergency management, such as a shortage of workforce,
reduced profits, and supply chain disruptions in an epidemic or disaster.

e Small businesses typically have more difficulties accessing federal relief programs and are less
prepared than large businesses in dealing with rising inflation and interest rates.?

e Minority-owned businesses often resort to taking out loans from online lenders that charge high
interest rates for short-term financing, because there are systemic barriers that impede their access
to traditional bank loans, thereby preventing sustainable business models.?

RECOMMENDATIONS

Define "microbusiness” in the federal government as a firm with fewer than 10 employees and
annual gross receipts less than $1,000,000.

o Ensure that relief programs primarily reach small businesses and "microbusinesses” instead of
large corporations.

o Include in all legislative efforts to support small businesses, adequate and timely access to
information on government regulations, especially for language minorities.

RELEVANT LEGISLATION

H.R.45 / S.45 Small Business Tax Fairness and Compliance Simplification Act 118" Congress
Introduced by Rep. LaHood (R, IL-16) and 9 others in January 2023, as well as by then-Sen. Cardin (D-MD)
and 2 cosponsors in January 2023. Aims to expand the tax credit for a portion of the employer-paid Social
Security taxes for employee cash tips to include beauty service establishments.

S.1690 Keeping Our Promise to Small Businesses Act 117" Congress

Introduced by Sen. Cardin (D-MD) and 2 others in May 2021. Aims to provide additional funding to the Small
Business Administration for the Paycheck Protection Program, while providing new funding for more loan
applications and giving preferences to entities that are women-, minority-, or veteran-owned.

H.R.6301 Small Business Administration (SBA) Reaching all Communities Act of 2020 116" Congress
Introduced by Rep. Velazquez (D, NY-7) and 2 others in March 2020. Aims to establish measures to support
small businesses impacted by COVID-19 in several ways, including providing SBA resources and services

in the 10 most commonly spoken languages, other than English, in the United States, including Korean.
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SMALL BUSINESS

KAGC supports small businesses facing challenges to capital access, lack of technical assistance,
and shortage of awareness due to language barriers.

Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders make up the fastest growing ethnic group in the United States.
The overall AAPI population grew from 18.5 million to 25.6 million between 2010 and 2020, and is
projected to become the nation’s largest immigrant group by 2060 at 46 million.* The overall Korean
population grew from 1,730,238 to 1,962,184% between 2010 and 2021.

Approximately 10% of businesses are owned by individuals of Asian American and Pacific Islander
(AAPI) descent.? Also, Asian Americans wield significant economic influence, with their nearly

two million small businesses generating an impressive $700 billion in annual GDP and providing
employment to approximately 3.5 million individuals. However, the widely held perception of Asian
Americans being the "model minority” by succeeding and assimilating in society leads to overlooked
barriers preventing AAPI groups from true social equity. As a consequence of these perceived successes,
they are often excluded from diversity initiatives, resulting in underrepresentation in business and
politics, and leaving many without adequate support in navigating persistent language barriers.”

BACKGROUND

e Despite the pandemic recovery efforts and the launch of the Paycheck Protection Program and
the Economic Injury Disaster Loans in April 2020, unfamiliarity with the application and
documentation process, and lack of existing banking relationships with lenders, resulted
in AAPI businesses struggling to receive support.

e Itisimportant to address these challenges and provide language assistance, technical assistance,
and awareness-building efforts to support Asian American small businesses in overcoming these
barriers and accessing the necessary resources for their success.

CHALLENGE

e Findings from the 2021 American Community Survey conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau reveal
that 29.7% of Korean Americans do not speak English fluently, indicating that language access will
still pose as a barrier for many members of the community.?

e According to National ACE, more than half of Asian Americans business lack confidence in their
ability to secure financing for purchase orders or contracts, or negotiate volume discounts for
inventory purchases.*

e Similarly, 69% of Asian Americans express doubt in their ability to afford property or equipment
purchases.®

e AAPI entrepreneurs are unfamiliar with capital resources, including the Community Financial
Institutions (44 %) and Minority Depository Institutions (41%).%

e Government-mandated resources and guidelines are not readily available in the Korean language,
making it difficult for small business owners to follow regulations.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Create and implement programs that provide translation services, bilingual resources, and
support in multiple languages to help Asian American small businesses overcome language
barriers in accessing information, including application processes, documentation, access
to capital, and other relevant areas.

e  Offer technical assistance programs that provide guidance, training, and mentorship to
Asian American small businesses in financial management, business planning, marketing,
and operations.

o Launch targeted outreach campaigns, community workshops, and educational events to raise
awareness among Asian American small business owners about available resources, programs,
and opportunities for capital access, financial management, and business development.

RELEVANT LEGISLATION

H.R.3072 COACH Act 117" Congress

Introduced by Rep. Williams [D, GA-5] in May 2021. Aim to require the Administrator of the Small Business A
dministration to publish or update a resource quide for small business concerns operating as child care
providers, and for other purposes. Also, the Administrator shall publish the resource guide required in English
and in the 10 most commonly spoken languages, other than English, in the United States, which shall include
Mandarin, Cantonese, Japanese, and Korean.

H.R.6301 Small Business Administration (SBA) Reaching all Communities Act of 2020 116" Congress
Introduced by Rep. Chu (D, CA-27) and 24 others in March 2020. Aims to place requirements on the Small
Business Administration to provide resources and services to small businesses in the 10 most common, spoken
languages, other than English, in the United States, including Mandarin, Cantonese, Japanese, and Korean.

Further information on the relevant legislation, research material, and reference articles available
upon request.
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IMMIGRATION

KAGC supports comprehensive immigration reform and protection for undocumented immigrant youth.

As a predominantly immigrant community, the Korean American community supports comprehensive

immigration reform. Updating the current immigration system will protect our national security, keep
our families together, and revitalize our economy.

BACKGROUND

e The current immigration policy has largely remained unchanged since 1965.

e Asof September 30th, 2022, approximately 5,510 of active DACA recipients were estimated to
have been born in South Korea, which ranks 6th among the top countries of origin.*

e Asof September 30th, 2022, a total of 38,181 DACA applications have been approved for those
born in South Korea, placing the county within the top 5 among countries of origin.

CHALLENGE

e The future of DACA, the policy implemented by an Executive Order to permit some individuals
who arrived in the U.S. as undocumented children to receive a renewable two-year period of
temporary protection from deportation, is unclear.

e The lack of major updates to the current U.S. immigration policy has resulted in backlogs in
naturalization applications and in family-based migration.

RECOMMENDATIONS

o Save DACA and TPS; Adopt a permanent legislative solution to the current crisis by creating a
pathway to citizenship for the nation's 10.5 million undocumented immigrants.

e Provide U.S.-educated, undocumented young immigrants (also known as DREAMers) who came
to the U.S. through no fault of their own with a faster track to legal residency.

e Clear the existing backlog of naturalization applications.

e Prioritize family unity by eliminating barriers to family reunification and by creating a process

"for eligible individuals who are deported, detained, or in sanctuary” to reunite with their families
and return to the United States.

e Protect the human rights and civil liberties of undocumented immigrants, such as by preventing
disclosing information from applications to the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
program to the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) or U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP), except to implement the program.
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IMMNIGRATIOR

RELEVANT LEGISLATION

S.365 Dream Act of 2023 118" Congress

Introduced by Sen. Durbin (D-IL) and Sen. Graham (R-SC) in February 2023. Aims to authorize

the cancellation of removal and adjustment of status of certain individuals who are long-term United States
residents and who entered the United States as children, and for other purposes.

S.264 Dream Act of 2021 117" Congress

Introduced by Sen. Durbin (D-IL) and Sen. Graham (R-SC) in February 2021. Aims to authorize the
cancellation of removal and adjustment of status of certain individuals who are long-term United States
residents and who entered the United States as children, and for other purposes.

H.R.1177 / S.348 U.S. Citizenship Act 117" Congress
Introduced by Rep. Sdnchez (D, CA-38) 153 others in February 2021, as well as by Senator Menendez (D-Nj)
and 26 others in January 2019. Aims to establishes a path to citizenship for certain undocumented individuals.

H.R.6 American Dream and Promise Act of 2019 116" Congress

Introduced by Rep. Roybal-Allard (D, CA-40) and 232 others in March 2019 and passed the House of
Representatives in June 2019. Aims to cancel and prohibit removal proceedings against certain undocumented
immigrants and provide such undocumented immigrants with a path toward permanent resident status.

Further information on the relevant legislation, research material, and reference articles available
upon request.

Number of Form 1-821 D,

Consideration of DACA® Approximate Active DACA Recipients:
Status, by Fiscal Year, Quarter, Country of Birth*

and Case Status: Aug. 15, 2012-Sep. 30, 2022 As of September 30, 2022
Country of Birth Approved to Date Country of Birth Number (Rounded)
Mexico 2,746,027 Mexico 476,600
El Salvador 130,598 El Salvador 22,940
Guatemala 88,444 Guatemala 15,570
Honduras 81,566 Honduras 14,300

South Korea 38,181 Peru 5,560
Peru 37,637 South Korea 5,510

Brazil 29,573 Brazil 4,500

All countries 3,457,666 All countries 589,660
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DIVERSITY

KAGC calls for a biennial survey of racial, ethnic, and gender diversity among all staff in the legislative branch.

According to the 2022 report on “Racial Diversity Among Top Staff in the U.S. House of Representatives”
by the Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies, "people of color make up 40% of the U.S.
population, but only 18% of all top House staff." Similarly, "No Asian American/Pacific Islander (AAPI),
biracial, Middle Eastern/North African (MENA), or Native American serves in any of the 41 committee
staff director positions or any of the top 20 staff positions in the top leadership offices of either party.” *

To expand the diversity of the legislative staff and to ensure that our government truly reflects the
country it serves, both chambers of Congress should adopt a rule to mandate a survey of data on
demographics of its staff members, similar to that practiced in the executive branch. The profile on
membership of each Congress, published by the Congressional Research Service on a regular basis,
can serve as a benchmark for such a report.

In the words of the pioneer of Management Consulting, Peter Drucker, "If you can't measure it,
you can't improve it."

BACKGROUND

e The U.S. Office of Personnel Management has published a report on executive branch employment
by gender and race/national origin from 2006 - 2017.

e In 2023, the White House Initiative on Asian American Native Hawaiian Pacific Islander released
the first-ever National Strategy to Advance Equity, Justice, and Opportunity for AA and NHPI
communities to model diversity, equity, and inclusion in the federal government and improve
the recruitment of AA and NHPI within federal agencies.

e Asof 2022, 6 Korean American elected officials are serving in the federal government,
at least 26 serving in state governments, and at least 73 serving in local governments across
the United States.

CHALLENGE

e Inthe U.S. OPM report released in 2017, when the latest report was published, Asian American
Pacific Islander (AAPI) Americans accounted for only 6.5% of the overall workforce serving in the
executive branch of the federal government.*

e The legislative branch, in contrast, does not assess or publish such a report on its workforce.

e The limited analysis published by the Senate Democratic Diversity Initiative from June 2022 shows
that on average, 10.46% of the staff in the Democratic Senate offices are AAPI - and only 11.7%
of the Democratic staff in all the Senate committee offices.*

e This trailing trend is not limited to the AAPI community, but applies to all minority communities.
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DIVERSIY

Percentage of people of color ~ Percentage of people of color Percentage of AAPI staff
in the U.S. population * among top House staff #*  in Democratic Senators' offices +*

RECOMMENDATIONS

o Publish a biennial survey of racial, ethnic, and gender diversity among all staff in the
legislative branch

RELEVANT LEGISLATION

H.Res.1331 Moving Our Democracy and Congressional Operations Towards Modernization Resolution
117" Congress

Introduced by Rep. Kilmer (D, WA-6) and Rep. Timmons (R, SC-4) and 2 others in September 2022. Aims to
carry out recommendations issued by the Select Committee on Modernization of Congress by consulting with
the House Office of Diversity and Inclusion to develop options for talent acquisition. Also directs the House
Office of Diversity and Inclusion to consult with the Committee on House Administration.

Executive Order 14035: Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility (DEIA) in the Federal Workforce
June 21, 2021

Directs the federal government to coordinate a government-wide initiative to promote diversity and inclusion
in the Federal workforce and expand its scope to include equity and accessibility. Provides agencies with
information, resources, and methodology to assess the current state of DEIA in their workforce. Issue

a government-wide DEIA Strategic Plan, including a framework to address workplace harassment and

a data-driven approach to increase transparency and accountability. Establish a reporting system for
agencies to submit plans.

H.Res.756 Moving Our Democracy and Congressional Operations Towards Modernization Resolution
116™" Congress

IIntroduced by Rep. Kilmer (D, WA-6) and 11 others, based on the bipartisan report adopted by the House

Select Committee on the Modernization of Congress, in December 2019 and passed the House in March 2020.

Aims to direct the House Office of Diversity and Inclusion to report to the House Administration Committee

a plan to ensure and expand diversity in hiring, training, and retaining practices in the House of Representatives.

Further information on the relevant legislation, research material, and reference articles available
upon request.
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DIVERSITY

KAGC calls for increased federal oversight of hate crimes, discrimination, and racially charged violence.

Since the arrival of the first Asian migrants to the United States, Asian Americans have been subject to
violence and discrimination based on xenophobia and racism. In 1992, when major civil unrest broke
out in Los Angeles, CA, the Korean American community quickly became the target of violence,
accounting for over $400 million in losses, or 45% of the total damages. Due to racial bias against

the Korean American community, the Korean American businesses received little to no help from

the authorities, as well.*

As the COVID-19 pandemic started ravaging the United States in early 2020, the FBI issued a warning
against a surge in hate crimes against Asian Americans.* A report published by the San Francisco

State University in March 2020 likewise found a 50 percent rise in the number of news articles related

to the coronavirus and anti-Asian discrimination in the month of February alone* and additional

800 COVID-related hate incidents against Asian Americans in California between March and June 2020.4¢

In the year 2020, reported crimes revealed that a majority, specifically 63%, of motivation biases were
identified to be associated with race, ethnicity and ancestry.#” Furthermore, according to Pew
Research Center, the percentage of Asian adults who have been subject to slurs due to their race or
ethnicity after the onset of the pandemic surpasses the rate of similar experiences in all other
demographic groups.*

BACKGROUND

e Racially charged violence and discrimination have been on the rise over the past few years.

e Eight people including six Asian American women who were killed by Robert Aaron Long at spas
across in the Atlanta area in March 2021.%°

e Three Korean women injured by Jeremy Theron Smith at Dallas Koreatown hair salon on March 2022.%°

CHALLENGE

e The COVID-19 Hate Crime Act passed Congress in 2021, but more public resources and preventive
measures are needed for proper implementation and effectiveness.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Take swift legislative action to prevent such violence and protect racial minorities.
o Increase federal government oversight of such incidents.
e  Track more accurately of such incidents.

o Implement measures to prevent such incidents on the federal level and assist state and local
governments to achieve the same goals.
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DIVERSIIN

RELEVANT LEGISLATION

H.R.1091 Stop Hate Crimes Act of 2023 118" Congress
Introduced by Rep. Lieu (D, CA-36) in February 2023 and 19 others. Aims to lower the statutory burden of
proof for showing intent with respect to a federal hate crime offense.

H.R.2539 Education Against Hate Crimes Act of 2021 117" Congress

Introduced by Rep. Velazquez (D, NY-7) and 8 others in April 2021. Aims to require the Department of Education
to award competitive grants to states, local educational agencies, and nonprofit organizations to conduct hate
crime prevention and prejudice reduction education for secondary school students and students in middle grades.
Also requires the Education Department to consult with the DHS and DOJ to develop curriculum requirements.

H.R.1843 / S.937 COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act 117" Congress

Introduced by Rep. Meng (D, NY-6) and 181 others, and then also by Sen. Hirono (D-HI) and 44 others in

March 2021. Aims to require the Department of Justice (DOJ) to designate an officer or employee who will
facilitate the expedited review of hate crimes and reports of hate crimes. Additionally, the bill seeks to establish
grants for states to create state-run hate crimes reporting hotlines.

Presidential Memorandum Condemning and Combating Racism, Xenophobia, and Intolerance Against
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders in the United States thjanuary 26" 2021

Issued by President Biden in January 2021. Aimed to direct the federal government to combat racism, xenophobia,
and intolerance against Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders and to direct the Attorney General to support
state and local governments in prevention of discrimination, harassment and hate crimes against AAPI
individuals, as well as the collection and reporting of such data.

Percentage of Asian American Percentage of Black
Adults who have experienced Adults who have experienced
racial slurs because of their race racial slurs because of their race
and ethnicity during the pandemic ! and ethnicity during the pandemic
o
‘ ‘8 Yo
Percentage of Hispanic Percentage of White
Adults who have experienced Adults who have experienced
racial slurs because of their race racial slurs because of their race
and ethnicity during the pandemic and ethnicity during the pandemic
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DIVERSITY

KAGC recommends federal efforts to provide necessary resources to language minorities in sharing public
information.

On August 11, 2000, President Clinton signed Executive Order 13166, which is known as "Tmproving
Access to Services for Persons with Limited English Proficiency." This order mandates that all Federal
agencies assess the services they provide to determine if there is a need to provide services to
individuals with limited English proficiency (LEP).52

According to a report by the Migration Policy Institute, more than 25 million people in the United
States have difficulty understanding English. This population faces significant challenges when trying
to access and comprehend official documents, including legal forms, healthcare information, and
educational materials. When people have limited English proficiency, it can cause negative outcomes,
such as difficulty obtaining necessary medical care, limited job opportunities, and reduced access to
education. Although there are laws in place that require some documents to be provided in languages
other than English, compliance with these laws is not always enforced, leading to further difficulties
for people who struggle with English.*

BACKGROUND

e Public information on business regulations, health advisory, and other critical topics can be
inundating and rapidly changing, especially in the face of crisis.

e The 2021 American Community Survey published by the U.S. Census Bureau found that 29.7% of
Korean Americans speak English less than "very well." 54

CHALLENGE

e Although there are laws in place that require some documents to be provided in languages other
than English, compliance with these laws is not always enforced, leading to further difficulties for
people who struggle with English.*

RECOMMENDATIONS

o Provide necessary resources to language minorities in multiple languages in sharing critical
public information.

o Direct state and local government to identify the needs for language assistance in their
jurisdiction, in a manner similar to Section 203 of the Voting Rights Act.

e Establish specific guidelines for language assistance and assist state and local governments to
follow such guidelines.
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DIVERSIIN

RELEVANT LEGISLATION

H.R.1009 COVID-19 Language Access Act 117" Congress

Introduced by Rep. Meng (D, NY-6) and 49 others in February 2021. Aims to requires each federal agency that
receives federal assistance related to the COVID-19 pandemic to translate any English language written
material prepared for the general public relating to the pandemic, including COVID-19 vaccine distribution
and education, into specified languages not later than seven days after such material is made available in
English, including Korean.

H.R.6623 COVID-19 Language Access Act 116" Congress

Introduced by Rep. Meng (D, NY-6) and 54 others in April 2020. Aims to require each federal agency that
receives federal assistance related to the COVID-19 pandemic to translate any English language written
material prepared for the general public relating to the pandemic into specified languages not later than
seven days after such material is made available in English, including Korean.

Executive Order 13166: Improving Access to Services for Persons with Limited English Proficiency
107" Congress

The Executive Order requires Federal agencies to examine the services they provide, identify any need for
services to those with limited English proficiency (LEP), and develop and implement a system to provide
those services so LEP persons can have meaningful access to them.
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MENTAL HEALTH

<

KAGC calls for holistic and comprehensive measures to ensure the wellbeing of Asian American and Pacific
Islander and Korean Americans against a background of inaccessible mental health services, cultural taboos,

and stigmas perpetuating declining mental health.

After the COVID-19 pandemic, substantial mental health declines in the US population were reported
by the Center of Disease Control (CDC). According to their report, about 40.9% of respondents
encountered adverse mental or behavioral conditions including those of anxiety disorders, suicidal
ideation, increased substance usage, and trauma- and stressor-related disorder (TSRD) symptoms
related to COVID-19. Of these trends, AAPI and Korean American communities face significant
challenges due to increased racial tensions, cultural taboos, and language access barriers that prevent
alleviation from mental distress.*

Historically, Asian American elders have utilized the least amount of mental health services. Certain
older Asian Americans may be hesitant to access mental health services for themselves or their family
members due to the desire to maintain their family's pride and honor in accordance with traditional
Asian values and attitudes, commonly known as "saving face.""’

Due to greater awareness and support for data collection among APIA groups, research findings of
reported hate incidents during the pandemic from 2020 - 2021 have shown that Asian American elders
were significantly more likely to be the target of frequent and greater degree of severity of anti-Asian
hate crimes. While anti-Asian hate contributed to increased harassment and civil rights violations
across all age groups, more than a quarter of incidents reported were of Asian American elders who
were victims of physical assault. The surveys also revealed that 98% of Asian American elders, who
experienced hate crimes, believed that the United States had become more physically dangerous, and
were more likely to report experiencing elevated fear, stress and anxiety.>®

Following the COVID-19 pandemic and the associated rise in anti-Asian hate crimes, high schoolers
reported feeling anxious about possible incidents that could occur due to their race.* Even prior to the
COVID-19 pandemic, among the Korean American high school students in New Jersey and New York,
31.5% reported that they experienced bullying and 15.9% reported being aggressive victims. These
students also reported higher levels of depression.*

BACKGROUND

e  Physical manifestations of poor mental health (often referred to as “hwa-byung”, or “suppressed
anger”), are not treated with seriousness, as evidenced by the American Psychiatric’s Association’s
decision to remove the term “suppressed anger” from its Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of
Mental Disorders.*!

e In 2020, nearly 30% of older Korean American immigrants were found to have experienced mental
distress, which is significantly greater than the national samples of the U.S. population. Despite this
large percentage, only 5.7% of those respondents have used professional mental health services.®

e Korean American high school students also report feeling nervousness when returning to campus as
aresult of racist bullying. In response, many state groups have rallied around inclusive education
that commemorates the contributions of Asian American and Pacific Islanders to the history of
the United States”®
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MENTAL HEALTH

CHALLENGE

e Though mental health has been an increasingly popular topic of public policy, there remains a
large gap in its usage and accessibility for Korean American communities.

RECOMMENDATIONS

o Implement legislation advancing language accessibility in mental health services in federal, state,
and local agencies across the nation.

o Educate mental health providers to be aware of cultural values and norms that may impact their
patients’ mental health.

¢ Fund for mental health programs that target the Asian community, as well as creating policies
that ensure access to culturally sensitive mental health services for Asian Americans.

RELEVANT LEGISLATION

S.1452 A bill to promote mental wellness and resilience and prevent mental health, behavioral health,
and psychosocial conditions through developmentally and culturally appropriate community
programs, and award grants for the purposes of establishing, operating, or expanding
community-based mental wellness and resilience programs, and for other purposes. 118" Congress
Introduced by Sen. Markey (D-MA), and 3 others in May 2023, this bill seeks to promote mental wellness

and resilience.

H.R.5937 / S.4677 Mental Health Workforce and Language Access Act of 2021 117" Congress
Introduced by Rep. Meng (D, NY-6) and 32 others in November 2021, and Sen. Heinrich (D-NM) and 5 others
in July 2022, this bill seeks to increase language access to mental health services at certain health centers,
and for other purposes.

H.R.1475 / S.1795 Pursuing Equity in Mental Health Act 117" Congress

Introduced by Rep. Coleman (D, NJ-12) and 62 others in March 2021, and Sen. Menendez (D-NJ) and 14 others

in May 2021, this bill establishes and expands programs to address racial and ethnic disparities in mental
health by establishing grants for areas with a high proportion of racial and ethnic minority groups and
developing a strateqy to combat stigmas associated with substance use disorders and mental health conditions.
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VOTIHING RIGHTS AND
ELECTION ADMINISTRATIONS

KAGC calls for reforms to election administrations with increased language access and other measures in order

to ensure the voting rights of all Americans.

Throughout the 20t century, several laws have been enacted to ensure the civil rights of Americans

of all backgrounds. Though Asian Americans were permitted to become citizens in 1943 and to vote

in 1952, our Constitutional rights to suffrage as American citizens had been repeatedly violated until the
Voting Rights Act of 1965 took effect.

After 10 years of the passage of the Voting Rights Act, an amendment called Section 230 officially
recognized the need to provide electoral information in languages other than English due to reliance
on other languages by many Americans. Such assistance significantly lowered the barriers to polling
places for millions of voters.**

BACKGROUND

e Public interest in political participation has risen in recent years. The 2020 election demonstrated
the highest turnout rate in over a century.®

e In2020, AAPI voters' turnout growth rate was 39% compared to 2016, the highest among various
ethnic groups.*

CHALLENGE

e Election laws vary greatly from state to state, sometimes resulting in disenfranchisement of
certain groups of population.

e Many Americans find the voter registration process and election system difficult to follow.*”

e According to a 2017 study by the University of California, San Diego, it is clearly demonstrated
that strict identification laws have a negative impact on the turnout of racial and ethnic
minorities in elections.®

RECOMMENDATIONS

o Fund local governments with efforts on outreach, more accurate measurement of language
needs, and providing language assistance.

o If strict voter ID laws are present, allow for easier mechanisms and help voters to obtain such an ID.
e Shorten wait times to vote.

o Allow same-day voter registration.

e Adopt and extend early voting periods.

e Ensure adequate access to ballot dropboxes and safety of such receptacles.

e Make election day a national holiday.
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YVOUIRING RIGRTS AND
ELECTION ADMINISURATIORNS

RELEVANT LEGISLATION

H.R.4 / S.4 John R. Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act of 2021 117" Congress

Introduced by Rep. Sewell (D, AL-7) and 223 others in August 2021, as well as by Sen. Leahy (D-VT) and 48
others in October 2021. Aims to amend the Voting Rights Act of 1965 to revise the criteria for determining which
states and political subdivisions are subject to section 4 of the Act.

H.R.4 / S.561 Voting Rights Advancement Act of 2019 116" Congress

Introduced by Rep. Sewell (D, AL-7) and 229 others, as well as by Sen. Leahy (D-VT) and 46 others in

February 2019. Aimed to amend the Voting Rights Act of 1965 to revise the criteria for determining which states
and political subdivisions are subject to section 4 of the Act.

H.R.3295 Help America Vote Act 107" Congress

The Help America Vote Act (HAVA) was passed by Congress in 2002 to make reforms to the nation's voting
process. By creating new mandatory minimum standards for election administrators, HAVA addresses
improvements to voting systems and voter access that were identified following the 2000 election.

12.7% 5.4% 2x

Naturalized citizens are 12.7%
less likely to vote in general
elections than in states with
strict voter ID laws.®°

Asian American turnout is 5.4
percentage points lower in
states with photo ID than in
states without strict photo ID
regulations.

The gap in the participation
rate between whites and
non-whites in elections
doubles in states with strict
voter ID laws, indicating an
intrinsic racial disadvantage.

WE FOUND THAT ID LAWS HAD A DISPROPORTIONATE EFFECT ON
NATURALIZED CITIZENS AND THE FOREIGN BORN GENERALLY.

KOREAN AMERICAN GRASSROOTS CONFERENCE

Prof. Hajnal, Prof. Lajevardi, and Dr. Nielson
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KOREAN LANGUAGE AND
MATERIAL ASSISTANCE IN ELECTIONS

Voting Rights Act: Sections 203 and 4(f) (4)

The Voting Rights Act was signed by President Lyndon B. Johnson in 1965 to ensure all Americans' equal and
fair access to the polling place. Sections 203 and 4{f)(4), also known as the Language Minority Provision,

were amended in 1975 and reauthorized in 1982 and 1992. In 2006, the sunset date on minority language
assistance provisions set forth in Section 203 of the Act was extended to August 5, 2032. In short, Section 203
prescribes that, in order to guarantee an equal opportunity to voting participation by citizens of language
minorities, a state or local government provide voting materials in languages other than English where a need
for a specific language is demonstrated. More specifically:

>10,000 >5%

The minimum number of The minimum proportion
voting-age citizens with of LEP voting-age
limited English proficiency citizens who speak the same
who speak the same language.” language.

lliteracy

The illiteracy rate of
LEP citizens who speak the
same language must exceed the
national illiteracy rate.

COUNTIES IN WHICH BALLOTS

ARE AVAILABLE IN KOREAN

Bergen County, NJ
Queens County, NY
Orange County, CA

Los Angeles County, CA
San Francisco County, CA
Fairfax County, VA

King County, WA
Gwinnett County, GA

KOREAN AMERICAN GRASSROOTS CONFERENCE

STATES IN WHICH VOTER REGISTRATION
FORMS ARE AVAILABLE IN KOREAN

New Jersey

New York

California

Virginia

Washington

Georgia

Maryland
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VOTING RIGHTS AND
ELECTION ADMINISTRATIONS

KAGC recommends the establishment of a national standard for maintaining voter data in each state and

local government

While voter fraud rarely takes place”™, the quality of digital voter rolls and related databases varies
greatly across the United States-even among the counties within the same state, such as
Pennsylvania.” Such inconsistency may lead to public confusion in electoral participation and even
undermine the public trust in the integrity of the election process, and thus, American democracy.

Furthermore, the process to request public access to such information differs across each state and
local government. In states like Illinois, the voter roll is not available for the general public and is only
accessible for political committees.” Yet in other states, such as Alabama, purchasing the voter roll
from the Secretary of State’s Office is open to those who can afford to pay for the fee.”

BACKGROUND

e State and local governments maintain digital rolls of the registered voters within its jurisdiction.

e Voter rolls are constantly changing as it undergoes constant modifications due to new voter
registrations, movement of existing registrants, name changes, deaths, and other factors that may
render them ineligible.”

e According to the Brennan Center for Justice, "Approximately 40 states are using voter registration
databases that were initially created at least a decade ago. Many of these aging databases were not
designed to withstand 21st century cybersecurity threats and desperately need to be upgraded and
strengthened."”

e Inrecent years, election experts have called for increased oversight into the security of voter
registration databases. Some action has taken place at the federal level, but the tampering of voter rolls
by foreign cyberattacks continues to undermine the trust of voters””

e “More attention to securing voting systems hasn’t eliminated critical technical and human
threats to our elections,” said Matthew Weil, executive director of the Bipartisan Policy Center’s
Democracy Program. “And this cycle is practice for 2024.”7

CHALLENGE

e Many state and local governments have practiced arbitrary "purges” of voter rolls that have resulted
in massive confusions and errors across the United States.

e The resources afforded by each government to maintain such databases and ensure cybersecurity
vary greatly.

e Such disparities sometimes lead to public confusion and ineffective use of government resources
in election administrations.
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YOUING RIGRTS AND
sLECTION ADMINISURATIORNS

RECOMMENDATIONS

e Create and implement measures for cybersecurity.

o Establish a clear national standard for voter data quality, scope and frequency for public disclosure
on the status of relevant databases, and criteria and procedure for data purges in each state and
local government.

e Mandate public notice before election officials conduct large-scale voter purges.

e Mandate individual notice before a person is removed from the rolls, with an opportunity to
correct errors.

e Mandate state and local governments to allow wrongly removed voters to cast a ballot that counts
on Election Day.

o Increase the role of the U.S. Election Assistance Commission (EAC) to provide necessary technical
assistance and nationally share best practices.

e Provide EAC and local governments with federal support to raise their practice to the standard.
e Standardize the mechanism and criteria for obtaining voter rolls by the public.

RELEVANT LEGISLATION

H.R.156 Restoring Faith in Elections Act 118" Congress

Introduced by Rep. Fitzpatrick(R, PA-1), Brian K (R, PA-1) in January 2023. Aims to ensure election integrity
and security and enhance Americans’ access to the ballot box by establishing consistent standards and
procedures for voter registration and voting in elections for federal office, and for other purposes.

H.R.1/S.1 For the People Act of 2021 117" Congress

Introduced by Rep. Sarbanes (D, MD-3) and 222 others in January 2021, as well as by Sen. Merkley
(D-OR) and 48 others in March 2021. Aims to address voter access, election integrity, campaign finance,
and ethics for the three branches of government.

H.R.12/ S.3309 Voter Empowerment Act of 2015 114" Congress

Introduced by the late Rep. Lewis (D, GA-5) and 187 others in March 2015. Aims to require states to
make available online voter registration; authorize automated voter registration, same-day voter
registration, pre-registration of individuals under 18 years of age.

National Voter Registration Act of 1993
Created a regulatory floor for state maintenance of voter registration rolls, providing rules and guidelines
for maintaining voter list rolls

SOME VOTING EQUIPMENT TODAY WORKS WITH OLD OPERATING
SYSTEMS —Windows XP or 2000—AND DATA STORAGE DEVICES
WE WOULDN'T EVEN KNOW WHAT TO DO WITH TODAY.

- - i1 70
Ballot drop box in Hackensack, . Wendy que}'h}ll
NJ in Ju/J12020 (AP Photo/Seth Wenig) Director of Elections and Redistricting

the National Conference of State Legislatures
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U.S.-Korea Relations: Security
e

KAGC promotes a stronger alliance between the United States and Korean armed forces.

BACKGROUND

e The United States and the Republic of Korea have shared a strong alliance since the armistice of
the Korean War in 1953.

e South Korea is home to over 28,500 active and reserve American troops, as well as civilian staff,
stationed in dozens of military facilities across South Korea, including 15 major bases.*°

e U.S. and South Korean troops have conducted major training exercises every spring and summer
together® under the auspices of Combined Forces Command and have cooperated in at least
8 security missions®? around the globe.

e The ROK pays about $1 billion annually, representing an increase of about 13.9% over previous
Special Measures Agreements®, and spends more on its defense as a percentage of GDP than most
US treaty allies.®*

e Inthe past, South Korea has generally paid for 40-50% (over $800 million annually) of the total
non-personnel costs of maintaining the U.S. troop presence in South Korea.®

e The ROK government is spending $9.7 billion (90% of the total cost of construction) for Camp
Humphreys, the largest American military base overseas and home to the busiest airfield of the U.S.
Army in Asia.® Korea is also a top buyer of U.S. arms in Asia.®’

e A number of opinion polls demonstrate that the majority of the American public, both Republican
and Democrat, support the U.S. policy to defend South Korea.®

e 72% support long-term US military bases in South Korea.®

e When it comes to defending South Korea against a North Korean invasion, a majority of Koreans
(55%) support using US troops to defend South Korea if North Korea invades.*°

e South Korea is one of the United States’ most important strategic partners, bound together by
mutual respect, common interests, and shared values-such as freedom, democracy, human rights,
and the rule of law.

Members of the USFK and Korean Armed Forces after a joint exercise in Korea (Photo by AP) U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris and South Korea President Yoon Suk-yeol meeting in
Seoul on September 29, 2022.
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U.Se=lorea Relations: Secury
CHALLENGE

e The rapid development in the U.S. geostrategic policy towards the Korean peninsula has presented
new kinds of challenges, leading to a more uncertain future.

e In April 2021, the U.S. and the Republic of Korea signed a Special Measures Agreement strategizing
the presence of the US military on the peninsula.” Although the SMAs were signed, the United
States and the Republic of Korea lapsed twice in reaching a deal. Therefore, further consultations are
needed to strengthen their continued alliance.

RECOMMENDATIONS

e Maintain and bolster the U.S. - Korea alliance as it is critically important for reasons beyond
regional security, and is in the interest of both the U.S. and the Republic of Korea.

e Ensure continuity in the alliance by expanding the terms of agreements and reinforcing
diplomatic coordination between the two nations, especially in the face of a rapidly changing
geopolitical environment.

RELEVANT LEGISLATION

H.R.4175 United States and the Republic of Korea Alliance Support Act 117" Congress

Introduced by Rep. Gallagher (R, WI-8) and 5 others in June 2021. Aims to prohibit the Department of Defense
from reducing below 22,000 the number of active-duty service members deployed to South Korea unless DOD
makes specified reports and certifications, including that such a reduction is in the interest of national security.

H.R. 7234 / S.4018 We Go Together Act of 2020 116" Congress

Introduced by Rep. Bera (D, CA-7) as well as by Sen. Markey (D-MA) in June 2020. Aims to place
requirements on the president to report and certify to Congress before changing U.S. policy with respect to
the U.S. -South Korea Mutual Defense Treaty.

Every Congress, a noteworthy number of bipartisan bills and resolutions are introduced in both
chambers, including the annual National Defense Authorization Act which is passed in strong support
of the U.S. -Korea security alliance.

Further information on the relevant legislation, research material, and reference articles available
upon request.

PRESIDENT YOON AND PRESIDENT BIDEN REITERATE THEIR COMMON GOAL
OF THE COMPLETE DENUCLEARIZATION OF THE KOREAN PENINSULA AND
AGREE TO FURTHER STRENGTHEN THE AIRTIGHT COORDINATION TO THIS END.

2022 United States-Republic of Korea Leaders’ Joint Statement
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U.S.-Korea Relations: Security
e

KAGC supports fostering lasting peace, stability, and security on the Korean peninsula.

BACKGROUND

e Since the Korean War, the partnership between the United States and South Korea has expanded
to include global economic policy coordination, nuclear cooperation, energy security, and
cybersecurity.

e The core mission of the U.S. - Korea alliance lies on defending against a North Korean threat that
has regional and global ramifications and on fostering lasting peace and security on the Korean
peninsula.

e Polls show that there is an increased public support for engaging North Korea to solve the current
security crisis. An October 2021 report by the Chicago Council on Global Affairs finds that 76% of
Americans support establishing diplomatic relations with North Korea, if they were to give up their
nuclear weapons.®?

CHALLENGE

e A peaceful resolution of the North Korean crisis is a difficult and delicate process that would require
a comprehensive, prolonged approach-yet the North Korean policy has been subject to inconsistency
and abrupt changes over the years.

RECOMMENDATIONS

o Develop a comprehensive, long-term strategy to foster a lasting peace, stability, and security
on the Korean peninsula in close consultation with bipartisan members of Congress, as well as
the Korean American community.

“To commemorate this historic year for our Alliance,
President Biden and President Yoon have committed
to develop an ever-stronger mutual defense
relationship and affirm in the strongest words
possible their commitment to the combined defense
posture under the U.S.- ROK Mutual Defense Treaty.”

Washington Declaration

U.S. President Joe Biden and South Korea President Yoon Suk-yeol meeting
in Washington D.C. on April 26, 2023.
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U.S.-Korea Relations: Security
e

KAGC calls for a humanitarian reunion between Korean Americans and their families in North Korea.

BACKGROUND

e Asmany as 300,000 Americans of Korean descent can trace their family history to North Korea.*?

e A 2001 estimate states that over 100,000 Korean Americans have no ability to communicate or visit

their family members in North Korea.** Over the last seven decades, there have been more than
20 face-to-face family reunions® and 7 virtual reunions.*® but that has ceased since August 2018.

® The U.S. Department of State, in collaboration with Divided Families USA, a partner organization
of KAGC, has been maintaining a registry of impacted Korean American families interested in
participating in such reunions.

CHALLENGE

e Participation in such reunions has been limited to South Korean nationals and North Korean
residents only.

e Reunions are becoming increasingly difficult as many divided family members are growing older,

suffering from multiple health conditions, living in nursing homes, or receiving care from their
adult children.”

RECOMMENDATIONS

e Establish a formal mechanism for promoting humanitarian reunions between divided families in
the United States and North Korea.

RELEVANT LEGISLATION

H.Res.126 Encouraging reunions of divided Korean-American families 118" Congress
Introduced by Rep. Kim (R, CA-40) and 16 others in February 2023. Aims to call on the United States and North
Korea to begin the process of reuniting Korean Americans with their immediate relatives in North Korea.

H.R.826 / S.2688 Divided Families Reunification Act 117" Congress
Introduced by Rep. Meng (D, NY-6) and 27 others in February 2021 as well as by Sen. Hirono (D-HI) and
9 others in August 2021. Aims to direct the Special Envoy on North Korean Human Rights Issues shall

periodically report to Congress on its consultations with representatives of Korean Americans with family
in North Korea on reunification efforts.

H.R.7900 / H.R.7776 / S.4543 National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 117" Congress
Introduced by Rep. Smith (D, WA-9) in May 2022, Rep. DeFazio (D, OR-4) as well as by Senator Reed (R-RI) in
July 2022. Aims to authorize the Department of Defense (DOD) activities for FY2023 and addresses other issues,
including divided Korean families in America and North Korea. On December 23, 2022, President Biden signed
H.R. 7776 into law. The act includes provisions recommending a pathway to family reunification for divided
families through Section 5599B. This recommends that the U.S. Secretary of State reqularly consult with officials
in South Korea and Korean American families to explore options for reunions between families.
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U.S.-Korea Relations: Trade
[\

KAGC supports measures to strengthen trade between the United States and Korea.

BACKGROUND

e Since the implementation of the Korea-U.S. Free Trade Agreement (KORUS FTA) in 2012, foreign
direct investments increased markedly, with the stock of South Korean FDI in the United States
being $72.5 billion, up 14.9% from 2020, and U.S. FDI to South Korea being $38.1 billion in 2021.¢

e Trade with South Korea supported over 1.01 million jobs across the U.S in 2018.°

e South Korea became the 7th largest export market for the U.S. in 2020, and the 6th largest goods
trading partner overall.!%

e U.S. goods exports to Korea increased by 17.8% from what it was before the implementation of the
FTA. In 2020, U.S. exports to Korea were $51.2 billion or 32% larger than in 2010, and accounted for
3.6% of the overall size of U.S. exports.'*

e South Korea is the 3rd largest export partner of the United States in the Indo-Pacific region. Despite

the challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, US-Korea trade in 2021 amounted to $194.5 billion,
with services exports alone exceeding $19 billion, creating a $6.9 billion services trade surplus.®2

®  More than two-thirds (68%) of Americans say "South Korea practices fair trade with the United
States."*

CHALLENGE

e Trade relations with the Republic of Korea are threatened from time to time.

RECOMMENDATIONS

o Build on the strong trade partnership between the U.S. and Korea for mutual benefits that extend
beyond economic gains.

State :;T::?gf:{fi:ﬁ: State Jobs State Jobs State Jobs
California 77,810 Nebraska 5,933 South Carolina 3,453 Oklahoma 1,014
Texas 49,844 Colorado 5,742 Arizona 3,373 Vermont 985
New York 15,966 Alaska 5,579 Missouri 3,105 New Hampshire 814
Illinois 12,749 Minnesota 5,436 Connecticut 3,092 Idaho 773
Massachusetts 11,173 North Carolina 5,311 Delaware 2,912 Arkansas 759
Washington 9,769 Kansas 4,859 Maryland 2,593 New Mexico 561
Oregon 8,781 Louisiana 4,591 Utah 2,543 West Virginia 514
New Jersey 8,456 Iowa 4,402 Nevada 2,066 Maine 494
Ohio 7,000 Virginia 4,289 Kentucky 2,041 Rhode Island 417
Florida 6,779 Indiana 4,156 North Dakota 1,559 Hawaii 345
Georgia 6,392 Tennessee 3,706 South Dakota 1,239 Wyoming 199
Pennsylvania 6,331 Wisconsin 3,689 Montana 1,146
Michigan 6,270 Alabama 3,673 Mississippi 1,037
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U.S.-Korea Relations: Trade
[\

KAGC supports more active exchange of workforce between the United States and Korea.

BACKGROUND

e Unlike other FTA’s that the U.S. has ratified with Chile, Australia, and Singapore, the KORUS-FTA
does not allow for free exchanges of workforce between the two nations.

CHALLENGE

e Without the sufficient exchanges of workforce between the U.S. and Korea, many American businesses
are kept from reaping the full benefits of KORUS FTA.

e Currently, the hiring of professionals of Korean nationality in the U.S. is constrained by the H-1B cap,
which places Korean applicants at a significant disadvantage. As of FY 2021, only 3,481 South Korean
applicants for H-1B were approved in comparison to 301,616 Indian and 50,328 Chinese nationals,
where they account for a combined 86.5% of all H-1B applications.!*

RECOMMENDATIONS

o Amending the KORUS FTA to allow a freer exchange of workforce between the U.S. and South
Korea is necessary to reap the full economic and social benefits that comes from the exchange
of highly specialized human capital.

RELEVANT LEGISLATION

H.R.3382/ S.1861 Partner with Korea Act 117" Congress

Introduced by Sen. Blunt (R-MO) and 2 others and also by Rep. Connolly (D, VA-11) and 50 others in May
2021. Aims to create an E-4 treaty trader visa category for up to 15,000 nationals of South Korea each fiscal
year who are coming to the United States to perform speciality occupation services, subject to various
requirements.

H.R.1762 / S.843 Partner with Korea Act 116" Congress

Introduced by Rep. Connolly (D, VA-11) and 53 others as well as by former Sen. Isakson (R-GA) and 2 others

in March 2019. Aims to create an E-4 treaty trader visa category for up to 15,000 nationals of South Korea each
fiscal year who are coming to the United States solely to perform specialty occupation services, subject to
various requirements.

As of 2020, South Korea is one of the largest U.S. export markets in
MINERAL FUELS

18

, BILLION]), AGRICULTURE [$7.8 BILLION],

86%
4 MACHINERY ($7.8 BILLION), ELECTRICAL MACHINERY ($5.7 BILLION),
OPTICAL AND MEDICAL INSTRUMENTS ($ BILLION]),
Portion of all approved H-1B visa applications AND VEHICLES($2.8 BIILION]). 07
claimed by Indian and Chinese nationals, ) o
according to the data published by United States Overall, South Korea is 7* largest export market for U.S. and 6™ largest trading partner.
Citizenship and Immigration Services.'*® U.S. goods and services trade with South Korea exceeded $154.9 billion in 2020.'0%
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U.S.-Korea Relations: Veterans AHairs

KAGC supports measures to honor and provide care for Korean American veterans of Vietnam War.

BACKGROUND

e Asour key ally since the Korean War, the Republic of Korea participated in the Vietham War to
support the United States.

e From 1964 through 1973, the Republic of Korea sent an aggregate of 320,000 troops to Vietnam,
exceeding the contribution level of troops by any free world military assistance forces in the
conflict.’” In 1972 and onwards, the presence of the Republic of Korea troops in Vietnam surpassed
that of the United States. '

e Inaddition to its sheer volume, the Korean forces "outperformed other allied forces in Vietnam"
in several ways, including "organization and professionalism." 1*

e Military cooperation in the Vietnam War is one of several examples that demonstrate the robust
alliance between the United States and Republic of Korea, through a shared commitment to uphold
democratic principles for over the past seven decades.

CHALLENGE

e Some of the Korean veterans of the Vietnam War, now well in their 70s, have since immigrated to
the United States, many of whom have become U.S. citizens by naturalization.

e Unlike the allied and foreign national veterans of World War I and World War II,"?the Korean
veterans are not eligible to receive medical services from the Department of Veterans Affairs.

RECOMMENDATIONS

e Recognize the contribution of the veterans who have served in the Vietham War as members of
the armed forces of the Republic of Korea, and have since become U.S. citizens, by providing
them with access to healthcare through the Department of Veterans Affairs.

RELEVANT LEGISLATION

H.R.366 Korean American VALOR Act 118" Congress

Introduced by Rep. Takano (D, CA-39) and 12 others in January 2023. Aims to amend title 38, United States Code,
to treat certain individuals who served in Vietnam as a member of the armed forces of the Republic of Korea as

a veteran of the Armed Forces of the United States for purposes of the provision of health care by the Department
of Veterans Affairs.

H.R.234 Korean American VALOR Act 117" Congress

Introduced by Rep. Takano (D, CA-41) and 14 others in January 2021. Aims to amend title 38, United States Code,
to treat certain individuals who served in Vietnam as a member of the armed forces of the Republic of Korea as

a veteran of the Armed Forces of the United States for purposes of the provision of health care by the Department
of Veterans Affairs.
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